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Yoshimi Miyamoto “Inheritance of life”

Period: 2021.12.3 (Fri.) - 12.24 (Fri.)
Hours: 12:00 - 18:00 (Closed on Mondays, Sundays and National Holidays)
Venue: imura art gallery

Yoshimi Miyamoto ¢ Starry night )
watercolor and acrylic on cotton, 119X 103cm, 2021

This winter, imura gallery will present a solo exhibition by Yoshimi Miyamoto.

Miyamoto works predominantly in watercolor, creating black-and-white monochrome paintings that
explore the theme of light. For each painting, she blends together many different colors to create her
own black, which she uses together with white paint, taking advantage of the manner in which the
paints run (njimi), and adding layer after layer. She is a highly accomplished painter, being awarded
the Gotoh Cultural Award for best new talent in 2014, and taking part in the group exhibition
Watercolor: The Charm of Mizue—From Meiji to Today presented in Hokkaido, Aichi, and Nara in
2017.

This exhibition at imura gallery was first presented in Tokyo in November 2021. It comprises six
works by the artist in total, including additional new works. The expression of light based on white
and her carefully produced black paint produces a vigor like that seen in the life cycles of plants. The

geranium motifs take over the space, resulting in a highly satisfying exhibition.
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—— Artist Statement

In the spring of 2019, [ visited the Galeria Marlborough in Madrid to be shown some of the work
of Antonio Lopez Garcia. In my attempts to capture the characteristics of light, I had eliminated
color information to produce monochrome paintings, questioning again and again what it is that I
actually see when I look at flowers and other objects, and attempting to create expressions of the
light and other information picked up by the lens of my camera. During that process I realized
that [ would like to give some thought to the significance of painting in a realist manner. Antonio
Loépez Garcia was one artist whose realist works held a particular attraction for me, and I decided
to investigate what it was in his works that I found so alluring. Based on information from the
Nagasaki Prefectural Museum of Art and from an acquaintance familiar with his works, I made a
trip to Madrid.

At the Galeria Marlborough, all I was able to see was a single work by Lépez, painted while he
was still young. Depicting a woman seated on a chair, it had little impression of being a realist
painting. Instead, the woman had an air of being lost in thought.

Attempting to express the radiance of life, I have often chosen flowers as motifs. In Madrid, I was
enthralled by the forms of geraniums, which were probably the flowers that I saw most of.
Returning to Japan, I began a new project, beginning by growing the flowers to be painted.

Painting flowers that were still growing in pots was a new experience. In the past, I had always
selected pressed flowers or preserved flowers as motifs because I could shine light on them when
painting. Working with live flowers was very different. The plants in the pots changed from day
to day, with flowers repeatedly blooming and withering. I found it difficult to capture them in
forms that led to finished paintings. Nevertheless, painting the geraniums allowed me to see
something else: a sense of life rising from them like flames, and light that glinted like moonlight.

Although gazing at the present, I am conscious of thinking about the long and continuous history
of life, the universal life possessed by the flowers that have become my motifs. From time to time
[ recall the painting by Lopez of the woman deep in thought.

Yoshimi Miyamoto

EZIK ﬁé% Yoshimi Miyamoto

Artist Profile

1981 Born in Fukuoka, Japan

2005  BF.A, department of fine arts and design, Kyoto Saga Art College, Japan

2008  MF.A, Qil Painting department of Kyoto City University of Arts, Japan

2015-16 After winning the 25th Gotoh Cultural Award for best new talent in 2014,
travels to Amsterdam, the Netherlands
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Selected Solo Exhibitions

2008 "Flowers gone from the sight", Galerie16, Kyoto
"Recollected view", Tezukayama gallery, Osaka
2010 "immortal plant”, imura art gallery, Kyoto
2014 "Canon" imura art gallery, Tokyo
2016 "Yoshimi Miyamoto solo exhibition”, imura art gallery, Kyoto
2018 "Formation from disappearance’, POLA MUSEUM ANNEX, Tokyo, imura art gallery, Kyoto
2021 "Inheritance of life", Shinjuku Takashimaya, Tokyo

Selected Group Exhibitions

2008 "Japanese new ages contemporary"”, Tezukayama Gallery, Osaka
"Yokohama Art & Home Collection”, Yokohama Home Collection, Kanagawa
2009 "PICA3" ARTCORTGallery, Osaka
2010 "Maeda Kanzi Prize Exhibition"
Takashimaya Nihonbashi, Tokyo and Kurayoshi Museum, Tottori
"ARTISTIC CHRISTMAS vol.IV", Shinjuku Takashimaya, Tokyo
2011 "FANATIC MONOCHROME", spaceB, Kyoto
2012 "VOCA 2012", The Ueno Royal Museum, Tokyo
2013 "Watercolor: The Charm of Mizue—From Meiji to Today",
The Hiratsuka Museum of Art, Kanagawa
2017 "Realism Art in Japan", Hakodate Museum of Art, Hokkaido,
Toyohashi City Museum of Art and History, Aichi, and Nara Prefectural Museum, Nara
2019-20 "SUKIKEI / NEW VIEW - Contemporary art in Japan at atime of transition -",
Hankyu Umeda Gallery, Osaka, Nihombashi Mitsukoshi, Tokyo,
Mitsubishi Estate Artium, Fukuoka, and Fukuoka Mitsukoshi, Fukuoka

Award

2014 The Gotoh Memorial Foundation, Newcomer's Prize of Art

H 31 Kawabata-higashi Marutamachi Jingu-Marutamachi sta.
Imura Ort gO”ery Sakyo-ku, Kyoto, 606-8395 Japan !
Open :Tuesday-Saturday / 12:00 - 18:00 Marutaniaehist:
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Closed : Sundays, Mondays, National Holidays

Tel : 075-761-7372
Fax :075-761-7362
E-mail : info@imuraart.com
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