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Dates : 2023/5 /20 ( Sat. ) ~ 6/9 ( Fri. ) 12:00 - 18:00
*Closed on Sundays, Mondays, National Holidays
Venue : imura art gallery

{Pink Moon) Oil on Canvas
46.3x37.5cm, 2023

Imura Art Gallery is pleased to present Duo / Pink Sun, a solo exhibition by France-based Japanese artist
Makiko Tanaka.

After graduating from Joshibi College of Art and Design, Tanaka moved to France in 2013 on an overseas
study program organized by Japan’s Agency for Cultural Affairs, and since then she has worked mainly in
France and Japan. In this exhibition, she will present new works—mainly oil paintings depicting two girls—
based on the theme of "duo," which is reflected in the title of the exhibition.

The word “duo” derives from the Greek word dUo (dio), which means two. One plus one equals two, and a
duo, comprising two things or two people, is the smallest relationship. “Pink sun” comes from the pink sunsets
that Tanaka often witnesses in France, where she lives. This seems to be a phenomenon that is caused by a
certain balance of humidity and light wavelengths, and Tanaka feels that in human relationships, a relationship
between two people has the power to change the scenery around them according to their wavelengths and
biorhythms. The artist explains that it's only natural that being in the company of even one other person—
whether it's a friend, a lover, a stranger sharing a bench, a family member, or a passer-by—can change the
scenery and humidity, and in this vein, she paints these sorts of natural wonders commingled with French
skies.

While the two girls on this canvas are aware of each other, they each exist as individuals. But the two of
them are portrayed as pulling close together in a shared world of their own. This exhibition presents Makiko
Tanaka'’s latest works, painted with rich colors reminiscent of modern French paintings.
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2, ni, two, deux, due,
Duo, futari.
At times like a mirror.
Influencing, empathizing, breaking apart, coming together.
Like the biorhythms of the light in the sky, Relationships fluctuate and emit delicate hues.

We become separated and we meet afresh.
The hues emitted by countless duos are reflected in the sky,
And sometimes the world is awashed in pink sunshine.

Makiko Tanaka

Makiko Tanaka

Born in Tokyo in 1975, Tanaka went to France in 2013 on an overseas study program offered by the Agency for
Cultural Affairs, and she now lives in Cachan, France.

She mainly produces oil paintings and watercolors, mostly set in France and Japan.
She also creates illustrations and short animations, collaborating with companies such as Shiseido,
Pierre Hermé Paris, and Tasaki.

Major exhibitions

2023 Hawai Noire, Morioka Shoten, Tokyo

2022 Black Hawaii / Hawai Noire, Roppongi Hills A/D Gallery, Tokyo

2021 Souffle d'or H.P.F, Christopher, New York

2019 Rio, Tokyo, Paris “Des Villes, Des Jeux” (joint exhibition with Oscar Oiwa and Camille Fontaine),
The Japan Cultural Institute in Paris

2018 Domani: the Art of Tomorrow, memories of “passagers,” the National Art Center, Tokyo

Musubi, Gallery Da-End, Paris

Public collections
Takahashi Collection, Wellington Management Company, ZEITO-FOTO Salon

Other work

2023 Main visuals for Hikari Mitsushima’s Voice Mitsushima on NHK Radio

2022 Neon tube design for Fuji TV's The House music program

2016-2022  Gastronomy Imaginary (animation and column) series for Shiseido’s Hanatsubaki website
2019 Animination for Kitri's Ameagari [After the Rain] on NHK’s Minna no Uta [Songs for Everyone]
Books

2016 La Collection Gastronomique

2018 VuVu

2022 Black Hawaii
(All published by Hehe)
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