imura art gallery | Press Release

AR portraits |

(£HA) 2023/6/23 (&) ~ 7/15 (1)
(FFRE) 12:00 - 18:00 *H H HARER

(53] imura art gallery

P portrait series  Fand K )
IRIJVICHIR, 77 VIVEEE / H32X W40 (#520) XD5 cm, 251

COC, FZEZ SIS T 2 H 5K - MO ENportraits | Z BN LE T A LT T —hFvr T —
TORRIE2014FDOHREFMENSIFESDEZDET,

HRORENHEREZ. 77V EZER LI 57— 3y WREBI R B O T ERBEHIC
Ko TRHEIENTSIINV DL FEN SO F T BRI FT . AR OBERE XL %, 77U IViEER
BEEEDLETENTIVERLET AR EZZNTNF Y UNZAANDOE  HADREZ —FNCEBETEDEEE
DOEMICK>TEEFY U NA—EHICEDLT TOEEX T RRENTZ N B, RUKS REEZ R IEL
ZLT.INTRDOEZ EHEPMEOEBEE THELIGEZRDER GEZ R ITET,

AT, B 5iE ) —X (portrait series) {EfhEAA VTN LET AN HEICEOEATHSEDS
XIS T2 B D N4 O E R T RKERHIGZICHELEAENICEDLZZNTNOIAZI 2 =TI dT
BN NET HBREE S>TEMAROEBRER, BANZEF— T 2T 8ED0T 57— a fE
mDE A E FERRIC, BB RIC KB TR L TWE T, HREZHICH 20 MERIE R E A H >
M TFEREC DRI B HEA VA2 —F2HELNDDE T, A ITBFAICODTWTRAZ KRS T T
HELICHBRED NI AT—Z5 L TOVET B DT T T —a  fEmtE TCaZIED R, T & LTK
VIBEMEIM | EERLUICABRADIRN RV ITCTOMAEDEIEIEINEAID | REEEZLT L
L HBHE T BVEZS V2T 5HAGDEDOARE T TR NREEZZNYOLHT—85IHT 5. B
THEEDOMERAFICIZZh 2 A LENS AR LTHITEL TV 2 VWD E T 0T LEENRBANDIZITT
IROKRI SR EMZEN DT — X DR T,

TAEIZCHIE IR R E B AN N R A0, FRNCR A0 BATRAZ KIS BRIEEIHST
WE LT TI WD BHETIERIIRDEIICED LT,

eI BITERZEH LI #M(H IR TRAZBZ NIV TE AL BEHIERDOERmICENY
FOoTHAZEIBEACICLIEWEES XD E L 2N H KIC—F\ Lo ER (EZACKE IR
ABEDEIZ)NE, EEBLDEF—TTEERILEHTOAMMNEDERHTEEW, —F L DBHR TEHIAMEN
o TVBED, EVHHIRZRE>TNE T, |

Flo AL TE AMEROHP T EMIFEI S TETO T HZ WK E N 2K B RH 2L 0V NET T
NEDOHEICH T2 ZLICBEFERH W NULENT T,

BEEORIETHAT HEICA A=V BFHCHENETEERD, A A=V 2ELICHIEENTAERMIEBIE AR
DHFICE > TREGRZATHIEE E>TVR T WL E 52 HBE D) —X (portrait  series) {Eit 7z /ESK
DIEFMRTH 2 HETEOTELITZEW,




imura art gallery | Press Release

A B / Toru KAMIYA
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Toru Kamiya [portraits |

[Period] 2023/6/23 (Fri) — 7/15 (Sat)
[(Hours] 12:00 - 18:00 *Closed on Mondays, Sundays and National Holidays

[(Venue] imura art gallery

Toru Kamiya portrait series ¢ F and K )
Acrylic on cotton, panel / H32XW20XD5 cm, Two panels in combination

Imura Art Gallery is pleased to present portraits, a solo exhibition by Kyoto-based artist Toru Kamiya. The
last time his works were shown here was a solo exhibition in 2014, nine years ago.

Kamiya's representative works are paintings characterized by color gradations in acrylic paint, using panels
designed by the artist himself as supports. In his creative process, Kamiya first prepares the colors that serve
as the elements of his color compositions by mixing acrylic paints. Each color of paint is applied to the
surface, and then the paint is spread over the canvas using a tool of his own devising that connects brushes
in a row. After the paint dries, he repeats the same process several times, continuing to add layers of paint
until he is satisfied that the work is complete.

This exhibition mainly displays works from Kamiya’'s portrait series. These are portraits of the people who
have become part of Kamiya's circle since he moved to Kyoto. They depict people who belong to communities
that he interacts with every day, such as his family and his workplace. Although the works in this series are
nominally “portraits,” they lack specific motifs, and as with his usual gradation works, they are expressed as
paintings of color composition. Before painting a portrait, the artist may ask the subject about their birthday
or about something else related to numbers. Kamiya is a synesthetic person who sees colors in numbers, and
he takes his subjects’ colors from these numbers. When the artist is creating the colors for his usual grada-
tion works, he asks himself whether the colors will work as a painting, and he thinks about whether he wants
to see a painting with those colors and whether that combination of colors goes together well. However,
Kamiya says that in creating these portraits, he doesn't merely look for colors that harmonize well, but in
order to summon up the colors of his subjects, he tries to find how he sees them. This series is characterized
by the fact that the paintings are not necessarily created from only an aesthetic point of view.

Until about two years ago, the artist was aiming to create effects of depth, foreground, or distortion within
the pictorial space. However, he explains that he came to think that he didn't want to create a sense of depth
in his paintings and that he didn't want to use colors that stand out strongly; instead he wanted to make it
appear like the colors just stay on the surface of the painting. He likens it to the colors of the inside of the
eyelids (the colors seen when one closes their eyes). He says that he has the impression that it is neither a
distant motif nor an expression that comes from within, but rather the phenomenon that is nearest, accompa-
nied by a kind of corporeality. Kamiya also says that he is experiencing changes within himself with respect
to colors, and he now feels that he wants to use bright colors. We hope that you will observe these changes
in his work.

For an artist who ordinarily has no particular image in mind for the colors he uses in his work, it is a major
change and a challenge to create works based on an image. We hope that you will enjoy viewing this portrait
series, which is being exhibited for the first time here in Kyoto, where Toru Kamiya is based.




imura art gallery | Press Release

A B / Toru KAMIYA

(Profile]

1969 Born in Aichi Prefecture, Japan

1992 Tokyo University of Fine Art and Music, B.A. Fine Art, Tokyo, Japan

1994 Tokyo University of Fine Art and Music, M.A. Fine Art, Tokyo, Japan
National College of Art and Design, Dublin, Ireland (study abroad)

1999 Artist in residence, Temple Bar Studio, Dublin, Ireland

2003  Associate Professor, Kyoto University of the Arts, Kyoto

2005  Adjunct Instructor, National College of Art and Design, Dublin, Ireland

2011 Visiting Researcher, TrAIN Research Center at University of the Arts London
(Ministry of Cultural Affairs Pro-gram of Overseas Study for Upcoming Artists)

2023 Professor, Kyoto University of the Arts, Kyoto

(Selected Solo Exhibitions]
1993  Gallery So, Tokyo
1995 Fujita Vente Museum, Tokyo
1996 CAC Gallery, Tokyo
Gallery So, Tokyo
1997 CAC Gallery, Tokyo
Galleria Berini, Yokohama
Gallery So, Tokyo
1998  Gallery So, Tokyo
1999  Temple Bar Gallery, Dublin, Ireland
2000 Gallery So, Tokyo
2001  Gallery So, Tokyo
Gallery Haku, Osaka
2002 "Meaning & Reason", Gallery So, Tokyo
"BONAFIDE RIDE", CASO, Osaka
2003  "United & take over", Gallery So, Tokyo
2004  "velvet's deer", Gallery So, Tokyo
CASO, Osaka
2005 Harman Miller for the Home Showroom, Tokyo
Gallery Arte, Marugame
2006  SCAI THE BATHHOUSE, Tokyo
2008 "closer", SCAI X SCAI Tokyo
2014 "A", Imura Art Gallery, Kyoto
2016 "Modest Engagement”, SCAI THE BATHHOUSE, Tokyo
2023 "breath / behind shut eyes / tracing", SCAI THE BATHHOUSE, Tokyo

(Selected Group Exhibitions]
1994  Akane Gallery, Tokyo
1995 RH.A. Gallery, Dublin, Ireland
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1996 JBC Gallery, Tokyo

1997  Asiz Aoyama, Tokyo

1998 Inoue Gallery, Tokyo
Gallery Fresca, Tokyo

1999 Inoue Gallery, Tokyo

2002-03 "GIFT/Winter Show", SCAI THE BATHHOUSE, Tokyo

2003 "Under Tria"l, CASO, Osaka
"ZONE - Clairvoyants in this threatening age", Fuchu Art Museum, Tokyo

2004 "Accessible - SCAI meets CLASCA", Hotel Clasca, Tokyo
"take art collection”, Spiral, Tokyo

2005 "take art collection”, Spiral, Tokyo

2007 "WAR & ART - Terror and Simulacrum of Beauty -", Galerie Aube, Kyoto
"VOCA 2007", The Ueno Royal Museum, Tokyo
"Exhibition Seen Through the Eyes of Children”, Fuchu Art Museum, Tokyo
"YJP/Young Japanese Painters", Amsterdam, Netherlands

2009 "Where Light Gathers: Contemporary Art from the Museum Collection”, Fuchu Art Museum, Tokyo
Echigo-Tsumari Art Triennial, Fukutake House, Kagawa

2012 "Drawing Lessons", Galerie Aube at Kyoto University of Art & Design, Kyoto
"Artwork Twitter", Fuchu Art Museum, Tokyo

2019  3-day group show related to Aichi Triennale, ZaisyohouseKoide, Aichi

2020 "SCAI 30th Anniversary Exhibition", SCAI PARK, Tokyo
"Let’s Open the Doors to Art", Fuchu Art Museum, Tokyo

2021 HOTEL ANTEROOM NAHA, Okinawa

2022 "Polyphony”, ARARIO GALLERY, Shanghai, China

(Commission Works] [(Public Collection]
OCA TOKYO (private collection) Fuchu Art Museum, Tokyo
HOTEL ATENROOM NAHA Kyoto University of the Arts

Tranomon Hills, office elevator hall, Tokyo, Japan

Park Court Chiyoda Fujimi The Tower, Tokyo, Japan

DAVID SYLVIAN - Implausible beauty 2012

HYPERGRAPHIA the wings of DAVID SYLVIAN -Implausible beauty (book project)
Park City Kashiwanoha, library room, Chiba, Japan

Tokyo Mid Town, Tokyo, Japan

Tamagawa Art Line Project, Yaguchino-watashi station, Tokyo, Japan

Kyushu Dental University, entrance hall, Fukuoka, Japan

Fund Creation Ltd, entrance, Tokyo, Japan

‘Marunouchi Stylish Cafe’ : CD cover & inner sleeve, Universal Music Japan

Commissions to produce 12 works for monthly literary publication front cover 'GUNZO', Japan

31 Kawabata-higashi Marutamachi  JrowMautepachista
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