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Masanori Umeda Period : 2022/3/15 (Tue.) —3/26 (Sat.)

Hours : 12:00 - 18:00 *Closed on Mondays, Sundays and National Holidays

THINK FLOWER Venue : imura art gallery

Imura art gallery is pleased to present its first solo exhibition by Masanori Umeda. Born in 1941, Masanori Umeda
graduated from Kuwasawa Design School in Tokyo, then relocated to Italy, where he collaborated with Ettore
Sottsass as a consultant designer for Olivetti. In 1981 he joined in the activities of the Memphis Group (Memphis
Milano), which was led by Sottsass. In 1979, he had returned to Japan, where he established Umeda Design Studio.
Perhaps best known for his furniture designs, Umeda’ s work as a designer covers a wide range of fields, earning

him recognition through a number of prestigious awards.

In Umeda’ s distinctive creative world view, the rhetoric of his design is “a construction of the context with
Japanese image and concept supported by Western creative language.” [il In other words, it is Japanese in spirit,
combined with Western learning. “What I say as ‘Japanese’ is mostly quotation of traditional sense of aestheticism,
which is acceded in our contemporary life, such as the taste of the elegant simplicity and quietness in Tea
Ceremony, the transition of seasons, the subtle and profound beauty of nature, the Oriental cosmos of Zen, the
primitive native religion and folktales, the mind and norm of military arts, the spirit of haiku poets which adores
nature, the richness and gorgeousness of Kabuki plays, the splendid traditional crafts, the sacred rituals, the
excitement and fascination of festivals, the eroticism of Ukiyo-e prints and gay quarter, and so on. The motifs are

infinite.” [i] Such Japanese aestheticism has also been a constant source of inspiration for Umeda’ s design work.

The collection of the National Museum of Modern Art, Kyoto includes an
example of Tawaraya created by Umeda for Memphis. International
appreciation of his work is currently growing, as evidenced by the M+ art
museum that opened in Hong Kong in 2021 acquiring 147 Umeda works for its
collection. The exhibition at imura art gallery includes two new chairs, PEONY
and SAKURA , presented in public for the first time. These two works visualize
the concept of living in harmony with nature, providing an insight into the

unceasing source behind Masanori Umeda’ s sense of design.

[i] The National Museum of Modern Art, Kyoto, Contemporary Landscape: From the Horizon of Postmodern Design
(1985), 124. Exhibition catalogue.
[ii] Ibid.

Jingu-Marutamachi sta.

ImUI’O or.I- gO”el’y 31 Kawabata-higashi Marutamachi !

Sakyo-ku, Kyoto, 606-8395 Japan )
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imura art gallery
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Masanori Umeda

PROFILE

1941
1962
1967

Born in Kanagawa, Japan
Graduated from Kuwasawa Design School in Tokyo
Joined A. & PG. Castiglioni Studio in Milan, Italy

1970-78 Joined Studio Design e Sistemi d'Arredamento Olivetti under Ettore Sottsas in Milan
1980 Established U-MetaDesign, Inc. in Tokyo

1981-83 Joined the activity of Memphis

1983-93 Jury of Good Design Award in Japan

1990-92 Guest lecturer in Kuwazawa Design School

1991-98 Consultant designer of Fukui Prefecture in Japan

2001
2005

Altered the company name in Umeda Design Studio Inc.
Guest Professor at Oribe Design Center of Gifu Prefecture, Japan

SOLO EXHIBITIONS

1982
1989
2002
2021
2021

"Metafa Masanori Umeda" in Tokyo, Japan

"Masanori Umeda- Domestic Bio-Form" in Tokyo, Japan

"Casa di Umeda" at Casa Mobel in Munchen, Germany

"Night Tales Collection" at Memphis/Post Design Gallery, Milan, Italy
"Night Tales Collection" at Printemps, Paris, France

GROUP EXHIBITIONS

1981
1985

1988
1989
1989
1991
1991
1991
1991
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1997
2002

"Memphis" in Milan, Italy

"Contemporary Landscape: from the horizon of Postmodern Design"

at The National Museum of Modern Art in Kyoto, Japan

"Kagu-Tokyo Designer's Week 88" in Tokyo, Japan

"Europalia '89- Japan Design" in Belgium

"Memphis & Trasavanguardia" at Fukuyama Museum of Art in Fukuyama, Japan
"Memphis" at Musee de Marseille, Marseille, France

"Memphis" at Stedelijk Museum, Amsterdam, Holland

"Alessi- 100% Make-Up" in Milan, Italy

"Design Connections" in Paris, France

"Selbstdienung" in Frankfurt, Germany

"DAM Centennial Celebration" at The Denver Art Museum in Denver, Denver, USA
"Japanese Light" in Frankfurt, Germany

"Japanese Design" at Philadelphia Museum of Art in Philadelphia, Philadelphia, USA
"Art to Swatch" at Chicago Athenaem Museum, Chicago, USA

"Design in Wandel" at Ubersee Museum Bremen, Bremen, Germany

"Designed for Delight" at Musee des Art Decoratifs de Montreal, Montreal, Canada
"Image of Flowers " The Museum of Modern Art Ibaraki , Ibaraki, Japan

"Memphis" Loos Haus in Vienna, Austria
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GROUP EXHIBITIONS

2005 "Chairs and Japanese Design" at The Saitama Museum of Modern Art, Saitama, Japan
2005 "Pioneers in the globalization of design" at The Musashino Art University Museum, Tokyo, Japan
2016 "Memphis" at 10 corso como, Seoul, Korea
2016 "SHIFTING OBJECTIVES Design from the M+Collection"
at M+ Pavillion, West Kowloon Cultural District, Hong Kong
2017 "Space Oddities; Bowie/Sottsass/Memphis" at Modernism Museum, Mount Dora, USA
2018 "Memphis Plastic Field" at Fondazione Berengo-Palazzo Franchetti, Venice, Italy
2019 "HOME FUTURES" at Design Museum, London, UK
2019-2020 "Memphis Plastic Field" at Musee des arts decoratifs et du design, Bordeaux, France
2020 "Home Stories-100 Years, 20 Visionary Interiors" at Vitra Design Museum, Weil am Rhein, Germany
2020 "Memphis in Shanghai by Aldo Cibic" at Tongi University, Shanghai, China
2020-21 "Memphis Plastic Field" at MK Gallery, Milton Keynes, UK
2020-22 "Memphis: 40 Years of kitsch and elegance" at Vitra Design Museum, Weil am Rhein, Germany
2021 "Mirabilia" Tokyo 2020-Italian Team House Casa Italia at Takanawa Manor House, Tokyo, Japan

AWARDS

1968 Braun Prize of the 1st Braun Prize, Germany - "Mobile Supply System"
1979 Nominated for Golden Compass Award, Italy - "La Cassa"

1981 Grand Prix of Japan Display Design Award - "Fashion Live Theater "
1984 Japan Commercial Space Design Award, Japan - "Ginza MG Planet"
1987 IF '87, Germany - "Umeda Stand"

1990 Grand Prix of Good Design Award, Japan -"Land Luce"

1990 IF '90, Germany - "Land Luce"

1991 Japan Interior Designers Association Award - "Tomato Bank"

1997 Good Design Prize for Chicago Athenaeum Museum, USA -"Separa"
2001 Grand Prix of Urbanistic Projects Award in Gifu City, Japan-

2001 "Public space and interior design of Nagoya Railroads Shin-Gifu Station'
2015 Special Award - 23th Kuwasawa Award, Japan

PRIVATE COLLECTION

Karl Lagerfeld Collection / David Bowie Memphis Collection
Yves Saint Laurent Rive Droite Brand / Ferrero Comotto Foundation

PUBLIC COLLECTION

The National Museum of Modern Art in Kyoto, Japan / Philadelphia Museum of Art, USA

The Montreal Museum of Fine Art, Canada / Musee des Arts Decoratifs de Montreal, Canada

The Denver Art Museum, USA / The Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York, USA

The Chicago Athenaeum Museum, USA / The Groninger Museum, Holland

The Saitama Museum of Modern Art, Japan / Museum For Angewandte Kunst at Vienna, Austria
Nurnberg Kunsthalle Museum of Art, Germany / Museum fur augewandte Kunst in Munchen, Germany
Museo di Design in Belem, Portugal / Seoul Design Center, Republic of Korea / Brooklin Museum, USA
The Musashino Art University Museum in Tokyo, Japan / Museo del Design Toscano, Italy

M+ Museum, West Kowloon Cultural District, Hong Kong - Purchased 147 works -




	2022梅田正徳展リリース_ja
	2022梅田正徳展リリース0311_en

