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MIMIC MEMBER
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MIMICKED ARTIST

AFHEE ISHI Amane
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MIMIC Research Archive Part 1: Amane Ishii

First exhibition of outcomes from the MIMIC research project recording the process of an artist mimicking an artist

2022/2/18 (Fri.) ~ 2/25 (Fri.) 12:00 - 18:00 (Closed on Mondays, Sundays and National Holidays)
Venue : imura art gallery
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Imura art gallery is pleased to announce MIMIC Research Archive Part 1 : Amane Ishii , an exhibition by the MIMIC
research project.

MIMIC is a research project launched in 2019 by artists Shu Okamoto (nihonga and manga) and Yohei Kumano
(contemporary art). It has been designated a priority research project by the Archival Research Center (Geishiken)
at Kyoto City University of Arts (KCUA) from the 2021 academic year onwards.

The project employs research and archives relating to currently active artists to explore how future art historians
could talk about the artists, their works, and the localities where they are active.

As the project name suggests, MIMIC researchers conduct research by mimicking the techniques, themes, and
other characteristics in the practices of the artist or artists selected.

Using the works produced and dialogues recorded as part of this research process, the project is attempting to
produce more accessible readings of the distinctive techniques used by the artists.

The first artist to be researched was oil painter Amane Ishii, who presented the solo exhibition Gaze Letter at
imura art gallery in October 2021.

As part of the research, Okamoto produced oil paintings mimicking Ishii’ s style. Okamoto normally works as a
nihonga painter, but he is an artist of the same generation as Ishii, and some of the motifs that he uses in his own
work—such as ghosts and picture-in-picture techniques—are similar to motifs used by Ishii. Okamoto was drawn
toIshii” s work by such similarities, along with the fact that she works in a medium with a different form to that of
his own practice. This combination was the key that resulted in the selection of Ishii as the artist to be researched.
Why the two artists came to share the same motifs is an interesting question. As is the question of what
differences in orientation can be seen. Intermediated by Okamoto’ s mimicking process, the research is
suggesting a single standpoint from which to view not only Ishii’ s paintings, but also other works of the same
period by artist of the same generation.

Functioning as a report on the outcome of research concerning Ishii, this exhibition presents archive video and
works produced during the project. In addition, it presents two new works: one by Ishii and one by Okamoto.
MIMIC Research Archive Part T provides a valuable opportunity to think about contemporaneous painting, and
about the art of Kyoto. A talk event concerning MIMIC and Ishii has also been scheduled during the exhibition
period.
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MIMIC MEMBER

OKAMOTO Shu

Born in Nara Prefecture in 1995. Received an MFA in Nihonga from Kyoto City University of Arts.
Currently works in Kyoto City, creating two-dimensional images, predominantly manga and
paintings rooted in the art of Japan. Aware that artists’ thinking is fleeting and elusive, he launched
MIMIC as an experiment in methodology for recording an artist” s practice and making it available
for future reference without disturbing that fleeting and elusive nature.

Awards received by Okamoto include an Honorable Mention and the Ohara Museum of Art Award
at VOCA 2021 ( The Vision of Contemporary Art, 2020), and an Award of Excellence at the 9th Kiyosu
City Haruhi Painting Triennale (2018). Main solo exhibitions include Meta Picnic at the Kyoto City
University of Arts Art Gallery @KCUA (2019). Group exhibitions include Full Frontal Nude Circulator
curated by Yoichi Umetsu at Mitsukoshi Contemporary Gallery, Tokyo (2020)

KUMANO Yohei

Born in Kyoto City in 1986. Received an MFA in Concept and Media Planning from Kyoto City
University of Arts in 2016. Kumano is an artist who currently works mainly through collaborative
productions, organizing workshops and creating works using media such as manga and board
games. His background in community building through art and in production of art with themes
related to the sharing of techniques led to the launch of MIMIC.

Major exhibitions include Allnight HAPS 2019—Kangaru at the Higashiyama Artists Placement
Service, Kyoto (2019-2020), KCUA Transmit Program 2018 at the Kyoto City University of Arts Art
Gallery @KCUA (2018),and Open Diagram at the Former Sujin Elementary School, Kyoto (2016).
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MIMICKED ARTIST

ISHII Amane

Artist Profile

1994 Born in Osaka

2018 BFA, Kyoto City University of Arts, Kyoto
2020 MFA, Kyoto City University of Arts, Kyoto

Selected Solo Exhibitions

2018 Kyoto City University of Arts small gallery, Kyoto
2020 "room" Gallery Shibatacho, Osaka
2021 "Amane Ishii Solo Exhibition Gaze Letter" imura art gallery, Kyoto

Selected Group Exhibitions

2019 "Kyoto Municipal Shimogyo Shosei Elementary School Annual Exhibition"
Kyoto Municipal Shimogyo Shosei Elementary School, Kyoto
2020 "Crossing Paintings - Amane Ishii / Aya Kawato / Sae Miyoshi -" imura art gallery, Kyoto
"ART AWARD TOKYO MARUNOUCHI 2020" Shin-Marunouchi Bldg., Tokyo
"artTNZ from imuraart gallery" TERRADA ART COMPLEX Il, Tokyo
2021 "Approaches to Painting - reprise" v K Contemporary, Tokyo
"biscuit gallery opening exhibition |l " biscuit gallery, Tokyo
"Mado-to-Soto" artgallery opaltimes, Osaka
"Kazuma leiri Collection Exhibition Syenergy to Expression" awabar kyoto, Kyoto
"COLORIN ART Amane Ishii, Aya Kawato, Chihiro Nagashima, Yukari Momoda"
Takashimaya Shinjuku Store 10F art gallery, Tokyo
"CADAN X ISETAN ART GALLERY concreteness Figuration"
Isetan Shinjuku Store Main Building 6F art gallery, Tokyo
"Shibuya 2chome Art Project" Shibuya 2-Chome 17 District Town, Tokyo

Award
2020 "Kyoto City University of Arts Annual Exhibition", Mayer's Prize for graduate student

Public Collection

Kyoto City University of Arts, Kyoto
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